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Introduction 

As part of the Part II course we are offering the possibility of studying a language and obtaining 
credit for this towards the required portfolio of continuously assessed work.  We hope that this 
new option will go some way to satisfying the desire of a number of students who wish to 
develop skills in a foreign language to complement their science, either because they see it as a 
valuable skill in the workplace or simply from the desire to broaden their experience. 

 There are around twenty places on offer to study either Chinese, French, German, Spanish or 
Japanese in the Department of Engineering's excellent Language Unit.  You will be taking 
classes alongside students from Engineering and from the Part II in Materials Science and 
Metallurgy. 

 The general guiding principle of the language programme is to make students better equipped 
for learning languages for life.  The programme is designed to improve your ability to operate in 
the language concerned, both at home and abroad.  It will also allow you to become more 
proficient and independent at learning languages in the future.  Finally, it will make you more 
aware of the culture associated with the language concerned. 

 The Language Unit is very well set up and has a Director who is assisted by other full time 
staff and many skilled language teachers who work under his direction.  Teaching is through the 
medium of conventional classes and computer-based audio-visual material, much of which has 
been written specifically for the courses.  The Unit is housed in the Baker Building located at the 
Lensfield Rd end of Trumpington St and those who are registered for the course will have 
unrestricted access to the Unit's facilities. 

 The Language option will be challenging and will demand self discipline as each week you 
need to complete a number of hours of unsupervised work.  There may be some difficulties in 
fitting the Language classes in with your timetable for practical work; we will do our best to be 
accommodating, but some compromises may have to be made.  There will be a formal 
assessment of your progress at the end of both the Michaelmas and Lent Terms. 

 You can find out more about the Language Unit from their web site 

http://www.eng.cam.ac.uk/teaching/language/ 

There is a lot of useful information on this website, including a detailed timetable. 

Sponsorship 

Funding for the Language Option is provided by the Chemistry Department’s Corporate 
Associates Scheme.  We are very much indebted to them for their generous sponsorship of this 
valued part of the Part II course. 

The Corporate Associates Scheme recognizes organizations that sponsor the Department 
annually. These gifts are used to benefit the education and environment for undergraduates, 
graduate students, postdoctoral co-workers and staff.  For example, undergraduate summer 
studentships, exam prizes, teaching awards, and journal and software site licences are just some 
of the priorities generously funded by our members.  

Corporate Associate membership not only provides essential support for the Department, but also 
provides numerous benefits to help members work with us and achieve their business objectives.  

For further details please refer to the scheme’s website 

http://www-cas.ch.cam.ac.uk/ 
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Finding out about the Language Option and registering interest 

At 2 pm on Tuesday 4th October (in the Pfizer Lecture Theatre) Casimir D'Angelo, the Director 
of the CUED Language Unit, will give an introductory talk on the courses offered by the 
Language Unit.  If you are thinking of taking one of these, it is vital that you attend this 
introduction. 

If, after hearing the talk you wish to take up one of the places you need to EMAIL the Director of 
Teaching, Dr James Keeler (jhk10@cam.ac.uk), giving a short explanation of why you want to 
follow the course which language you would like to study.  These EMAILs must arrive by 0900 
on Wednesday 5th October. 

If the course is oversubscribed, names will be selected by drawing lots.  The names of those 
successful in gaining a place will be announced, by EMAIL, on Wednesday morning.  If you are 
allocated a place on the Language Course you will need to take a self assessment test (LASSIE) 
lasting a maximum of 30 mins in the Language Unit.  These tests will take place in two sessions 
at 1400 and at 1500 on Wednesday 5th October.  You will also need to be issued with a swipe-
card so that you can access the Language Unit outside normal hours.  Details of how this will be 
done will be announced in the introductory lecture.  

 On the basis of the self assessment test you will be assigned a ‘level’ and then be invited to 
sign up for an appropriate class. All of the classes are scheduled for either  2 pm – 4 pm or 4 pm 
– 6 pm.  It is possible that you will find a clash between your chemistry practicals and the time of 
the class you need to attend in the Language Unit.  If this happens, you should endeavour to 
rearrange your chemistry practicals.  It is very important that you join a language class at the 
suggested level.  Classes will commence in Week 2, starting Thursday 13th October, and continue 
for the rest of the Michaelmas Term and all of the Lent Term. 

 All communication with you concerning the Language Option will be by EMAIL.  It is 
therefore essential that you check your mail regularly.  Information will also be disseminated 
during the course via the notice board in the Language Unit which you should consult regularly 
for information regarding courses, speakers and other activities. 

Personnel 

Casimir D'Angelo (cd237@eng.cam.ac.uk, tel. (3)65826), the Director of the Language Unit, has 
overall academic responsibility for the course; he is also particularly concerned with the teaching 
of French.  The teaching of German is coordinated by Michael Kranert (DAAD Lector), the 
teaching of Spanish is coordinated by Sebastián Bianci, the teaching of Chinese is coordinated by 
Shaomian Deng, and the teaching of Japanese is coordinated by Mikiko Ashikari.  Day-to-day 
running of the Language Unit is in the hands of Lisa Morrow (lmm43@eng.cam.ac.uk tel. 
(3)32620).  The Language Option is co-ordinated in the Department of Chemistry by Dr James 
Keeler (jhk10@ cam.ac.uk) 

Facilities in the Language Unit and access 

Most timetabled activities normally take place in the Language Unit in the Baker Building.  You 
are free to use the Unit at other times, although outside working hours you will need a swipe-card 
to gain access. 

The Language Unit offers students multi-media on-site facilities for learning at all levels, from 
Beginners to Intermediate and Advanced levels.  

The Language Unit provides the following language learning resources:  
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 Audio tapes: language courses 

 Video tapes: language courses, taped TV magazine programmes, films, daily news 

 Satellite TV: real time TV in many languages 

 CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning) software, some of which has been 
specially made for Engineering students. 

 CKS multi-media material on CD-ROMs aimed at scientists especially engineers and 
devised by a consortium of universities led by the Cambridge University Language 
Centre. 

 Magazines: weekly general interest magazines, political magazines, car magazines etc. 

 Books: course books, reference books such as dictionaries and grammar guides, ‘fun 
books’ like SF, novels and thrillers.  

There is also accompanying material available for the taught courses as well as self-access 
learning materials, which are being developed by a Consortium of Universities under the 
leadership of the Cambridge University Language Centre. All this is easily accessible using the 
fifteen-booth audio-visual room and the library area.  

Course organisation 

There will be two hours of timetabled contact time (i.e. a class) per week in the Language Unit 
from week 3 of the Michaelmas Term and throughout the Lent Term.  You will have some choice 
about the times at which you attend, but given the number of different classes on offer and the 
need to fit in with timetables in Engineering and Materials Science, there will not be that much 
flexibility. 

 This two hours of contact time should be supplemented by at least two hours of independent 
work per week, using the self-access facilities in the Language Unit.  It is not envisaged that 
there will be any formal supervisions concerning work in the Language Option.  However, 
informal contact concerning the course content is expected to occur throughout with appropriate 
staff in the Language Unit. 

 Courses are run at three levels in all languages. 

• Beginners level is self-explanatory - it is for those who have little or no previous 
experience of the language. 

• Intermediate Level is broadly suitable for those who have taken GCSE.  For some of the 
languages the intermediate level is further subdivided. 

• Advanced level is broadly suitable for those who have taken A level/AS level or 
equivalent.  In some languages this level is divided into Advanced and Advanced Plus. 

 The Language Unit also organisers visits to France, Germany and Spain over the Easter 
vacation.  These are open to you provided that places are available. 

Evaluation and assessment 

The Language Option as a whole is monitored and assessed by staff attached to the Language 
Centre and the progress of individual students from Chemistry will be assessed using oral and 
written tests.  There will be one test at the end of the Michaelmas Term and one at the end of the 
Lent Term; the lent Term test will count for more of the marks.  The marks from these 
assessments will contribute to the portfolio of continuously assessed work as set out in the Guide 
to the Course.  The assessment will be of the progress made during the year, so that students 
entering the programme with little or no language expertise will not be disadvantaged. 
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 The provisional dates for the Michaelmas Term tests are 2nd and 3rd December, and for the 
Lent Term tests are 17th and 16th March; these dates will be confirmed nearer the time.  You will 
need to make sure that you are available for a written test (about one hour) and an oral test (of 
about 15 to 30 minutes) during these periods.  Note that in the Michaelmas Term there are no oral 
tests for beginners level students.  The detailed timetable will be announced nearer the time. 

 A student whose performance during the year is deemed to be unsatisfactory, for example as a 
result of failing to attend classes or assessments, will be required to withdraw from the Language 
Option. 

Course Synopses 

All of the courses are based on the communicative method. This means that prime importance is 
given to the messages conveyed, and the courses will be task-based. You will be encouraged to 
use all the media at your disposal in the Language Unit (video, audio, printed texts, computer-
based activities) to carry out a specific task successfully. You will be encouraged to work on your 
own, in pairs or in groups.  

There will be two hours contact time per week, with another two hours per week recommended 
for private study, homework, repetition, etc.  

You can access detailed course synopses at 

http://www.eng.cam.ac.uk/teaching/language/courses/ 


